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found growing wild in Assam, Rangoon, Burma, Java, Straits Settlements,
and the Federated Malay States, the rubber obtained from the latter districts
being known as Rambong. In some cases the latex coagulates almost
immediately after issuing from the cuts made by the tapper, and the rubber
is then stripped from the tree stem and comes on the market with adherent
bark. Where the latex flows freely enough to be collected it does not coagulate
at all readily and it is necessary to stir it vigorously with a paddle. Coagulation
may, however, be hastened by adding latex which has already been thickened
in this manner and which is known as " bibit." *
An inferior rubber which in the days of high rubber prices became of
importance industrially is that known variously as Jelutong, Gutta Jelutong,
Pontianac, Bresk, or Dead Borneo, which is obtained from the Dyera costulata,
a large tree growing in Borneo, Sumatra and Malaya. The native method
of coagulating the latex is by the addition of kerosene together with gypsum,
and the material thus obtained is a white mass which after drying contains
a large proportion, sometimes as much as 75 per cent., of resinous matter,
the remainder consisting of rubber. The crude material is usually marketed
without previous purification, but some years ago a large plant was erected
in Sarawak, Borneo, for the purpose of " deresinising," or extracting the
resinous matter from the crude product, and putting on the market the
comparatively pure rubber thus obtained.f This deresinised jelutong was
actually sold in the open market and realised prices very little below those
ruling at the time for Para rubber, but with the decline in rubber prices
generally the manufacture became unprofitable, and operations were suspended
in 1913. The crude resin-containing material, however, is still produced in
small quantities.
Mexican Rubbers.    Guayule
The rubber known as Guayule is obtained from the Parfhenium argentatum,
a shrub belonging to the natural order Composites, and is found in Mexico
and Texas. Its mode of occurrence in the plant differs essentially from that
which obtains in the types of rubber hitherto described. In these instances
the rubber is obtained from the milky juice or latex which flows from the
tree on making incisions in the bark. In the Guayule plant, however, the
latex is present in separate cells in the stems from which there is no exudation
on cutting.^ The plant must therefore either be dug up or cut off near the
roots in order to secure the rubber. There are two processes available for
the separation of the rubber from the woody fibre, and of these the mechanical
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